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... WELL, 1 THINK
lowA ROADS ARE FUN!

"GETTING THERE 1§ HALF THE FUN"“- CRETN,2.B.C.
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L hmyr AT phis'belated issue of RUNE is
[LLepigon parit o / brought to you by the Minnesota
' science fiction society (which

= L e a sy T8 EL :
i mascquerades under the psueconym
November, 1969 i of "Minn-Stf"). The officers of
; the Minn-Stf —- or the Minn-Staff
as it were —— are:

{ Frank Stodolka, President;(1325 Y. 27th St., Mpls., 55408.)
A iJim Young, Vice-presidrsnt (1948 Ulysses N.E., Mpls., 55418.)
"""t:%ﬂyz; | Linda Lowndsbury, Recording Secretary (Macalester Colleze,
7322 0R 1o PR PesT171)
"It's the early- '|Ken Fletcher, Secretary (1501 Breda, St. Paul, 55108, )
bird that catches |Marge Lessinger, Treasurer (1350 Cueen Ave. N., Mpls., B6kll.)
the rune." —-Anon. ! :
And those are The prosent officers of the zroup. This is sdited by Jim Young,
with the assistance of Chuck and Harilyn Folst. They'll be tzkiny over RUNE in a
few issues; I haven't been sble to keep the thing on a regular schedule due to
ny running the worldcon bid; I hope to be able to publish HCCP as often as I've
published RUNE once Chuck and Marilyn take over.

RUNE is available free to all attending members of the Minn-5tf. You may
become a non-attending member for ome year (about 12 issues) for $1.00.

Another one of the multifarious Mimneapolis in '73 zines.

VILLY LEY:

Willy Ley died in July, just before Apollo 11 took off for the moon. I
could dabble in the Moses parsllel (he saw the land but did not reach it), but
there is really very little I can say beyond the simple fact that he was an
important men who will be missed very badly.

ST. IGUISCON: About 20 Minn-Stffers made it to St. Louiscon and helped stage the
Mimmespolis in '73 parties. Everybody seemed to like putting on the thing, en the
rest of the convention enjoyed our parties best of all. We were the only large
open-party at the convention; for people going to a convention for the first time,
going to the open parties is really important. On top of this, T think we
introduced ourselves rather well -- what other fanclub would play hockey with the
ash-trays on their banquet table?

The Hugo-"inners from St. Louiscon:

BEST NCVEL : STAND CN ZARZIBAR, John Brunner

Best Novella: NIGHITWINGS, by Robert Silverberg

Best Novelette: THE SHARING CF FLESH, by Poul Anderson

Best Short Story: THE BEAST THAT SHOUTED LCVE AT THE HFART CF THE VCELD,

by Harlan FEllison ;

BEST DRAMA: 2001: A SPACE CDYSSEY

BEST PRC-ARTIST: Jack Gaguhan ... BEST FAN-ARTIST: Vaughn Dode

BEST 'PROZINE: FANTASY AND SCIHNCE FICTICN

BEST FANZINE: SCIENCE FICTION REVIEW * BEST FAN WRITER: Harry Varner, Jr.

A special award wes given to Neil Armstrong, Fdwin Aldrin and Michael

Collins for the "Best Lunar Landing, Ever".

It was a fabulous con. And, oh yes:

Heidelberg won for 1970, Bston won for 1971.

HALLOWE' ENl PARTY: The Halloween party was held November 1 at the Center of Con-
sciousness. About 25 people showed up, ineimding Gordy Dickson. It wes really a
fabulous party, nearly the equivalent. of the Miniecon party (Saturday version.)
And nov to wait until Christmas for the next big one....

MAGAZINE NEWS: The HeélthrKnowledge macazines under the editorship of Robert
A. V. Lowndes (MAGAZINE CF HCRRCR, etc.) have had to change printers, and this
has caused a delzy of over a month.




o 20, Oui few people .
sncimmati June 27 29. Quite a I ‘
l.?l.lg‘tcher,' Fred Haskell, Karen Jomson, Mark '

CCN UHETIONS'; Midwe St con was lleld in G
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from Minneapolis, Louie Fallert, Ken T
Riley end YHCS —- attended, and had a
Ve made a fine showing at Cincy ; e VA ot g
~5 2l Westercon was held at t! i :
M niczhecgzgtyJE;ogfsaﬁgit 640 people attended. (1) Reporto wire t‘ga;llt wa:z one
o?‘ the’really’ fabulous conventions of the year, re?%ege g}otgtng' ﬁzgdi:s.’ partying,
Chaos tournsments in the swimming pool, and a multitude oi OU: g
n St. Louis, as you all Inow, and we
~eduled for August 17 is going to ¢

ST. LOUISCON! This year's worldcon 1g L
ted in attending St. Louis-

v - L3 aj-ly Sf‘
urge you all to attend. The meebting specl - 2
be a very important one, and we urge all people interes

n ke the meeting. 1
iy t?teﬁznniger, if‘youngan‘b to register, you can do SO for three}-doilars (suglag;t_r -
ing) or four dollars (a full membership; and you camT rpa_ly thre;_ JuItj <s now a_nP g \TOW |
in the extra dollar when you arrive in St. Louey.) .'%‘lte to St. Louiscon, P.C.
Box 3008, St. Louis, Mo., 63130. See you in St. Louey:

PICNICN: The club picnic of July 4th started ou't. somex-rhat.haphazax?ly, riut _
wound up somewhere north of the Twin Cities -at the cabin of CI.L‘lS Dunphy's parents. :
The club was — omid my losing my glasses in the 191:8_—- playlngj host to Don
Blyly from Peoria, I1l., and the crew from Madison, Vis., that is Yo sa?_._, Paulette
and Carl Carroll and Bill Orr. About thirty people turned out for thg tm.z:.g. A
party that lasted until the wee hours of the morning ahappened somftlme after the
picnic, at the home of Mark Riley...amid the blasts of fireworks at Powderhorn Park,

a few blocks north of the Rileyresidence.

At the Last meeting : 2 =
The latest Minn-Stf meeting occured at Valt Schwartz's place the evening ol

July 16. On that fateful WYednesday about 18 people showed up. We talked about the
bulk mailing rate, decided to schedule a few talks on SF just to prove to the
Post Cffice that we are a non-profit orgenization, and zenerally hkad a good time.
A snooze-con was plamned for the night of July 20th to watch the Apollonauts land
on the moon, at the home of Joel and Marge Lessinger. (Vait a minute -- the
astronants landing on the moon at the home  of Joel and Marze Lessinger?? Ah well,
chalk it up to lousy grammar. You Xnov what I mean...I hope...)

Moxde

While visiting len Fletcher's house {as usual) Fletch and T walked over to
a neighborhood store to buy Coke. We discovered cans of Moxie. Moxie. Yes Mad
readers of ten years ago, honest to glm Moxie. And we've become Moxie fans. Yes .
indeed, and now we'll never need Phillips agein....

MAGAZINE NES:

At the Midwestcon, Ted White (editor of AMAZING and FANTASTIC) announced that
beginning with the November, 1969 issue of AMAZING (and with the December issue of
TANTASTIC) the magazines would feature no reprints and the higher price taz of
60 cents per copy. (Future use of reprints will be restrictive 3 as in Cele Lalli's
AMAZING and FANTASTIC of four or so vears £30.) :

In the latest issue of VENIURE, the ! :
collophon announces that the magazine is : /Af—-"
now being produced bimonthly. The first il = :
"new" issue just previous to the current A m
one stated that it was being produced on t?a te of '
a querterly basis. Therefore, the !'zine Y, == e v o
must be doing fairly well for itself. May- (‘
haps it'1l be a monthly by the next issue.
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Forthwit?, as guaranteed in the last RUNE, is the second install-
ment of Boggs' history of Minnesota fandom. While the last issue con-
tained a section devoted to.the bare beginnings of local fandom (and
many peoples commented on how Boggs managed to make interesting all of
those Minnesotans writing letters to Amazing back in 19-ought-36),
this time Redd $ets around to the formation and the heyday of the pre-
war MFS. Enjoy. =--Jim Young. : ;

The "0ld" MFS

Dear Mr.' Campbell:

Science fiction enthusiasts in the Twin Cltles would
like to announce the formation of an informal independent
organization to be known as the Minneapolis Fantasy Soclety.

Monthly meetings are being held at the home of 1ts dl-
rector, Clifford D. Simak.  Other prominent members include
Carl Jacobl, Oliver E. Saari, Charles Jarvis, and Phil
Bronson.

Fans 1n ﬁhe immediate area who are interested are
urged to contact the secretary at the followlng address—
John L. Chapman, Sec., 1521 Como Ave. S.E., Minneapolis,
Minn. a . :

r - —Astounding, April 1941

It was on 8 October 1940 that John Chapman sent out the first
invitations to fans in the Twin Citlies area to attend the initial
meeting of the Minneapolis Fantasy Socliety. This act signalized the
end of the three-year period of informal fellowshlp among the "Unholy
Five" that had continued since the fallure of the Minneapolls SFL (sce
the previous chapter of this history) and the beginning of the most
active and productive era in the history of Minnesota fandom.

The first meeting of the club took place on Priday, 29 November
1940 at the home of Glifford D. Simak. -The total attendance was nine
("Ten if you want to count the Simak pooch, Squanchfoot"), with
several other interested fans being unable to attend that evening.
Simak was elected temporary director, and Chapmantemporary secretary-
treasurer. (They were elected to full terms with the third meeting;
Saari became assistant director.) Carl Jacobi, Samuel D. Russell,
and Chapman were given the task of drawing up a constitution for the
club, and this constitution—largely written by Jacobl—was adopted
at the second meeting, 20 December 1940, A%though the MFS was in-
tended primarily as a soclal organization, "simply to let us enjoy
one another's company," the MFS constitution also set form two defi-
nite aims: to stimulate interest in fantasy in the Twin Cities; and to
make the name of the society notable throughout fandom. The first aim
Wwas probably never realized, but as Sam Russell foretold in an early




article (The Fantasite #2, February 1941), the MFS did make 1ts mark
during the next few years.

The names of some of the
are unknown to your historian,

and Arden Benson surely was, L
this very first meeting, the tom of Winiing uplghefevg_
ning with a visit to the New Elgin Cafe .1n downtown M nneigo s for a
bullfest over coffee and gandwiches. NRegardless of the time,  re-

1
s Notes," The Fantasite #4, "1t's accepted
g, b R L o 3 111 drift Tor the New Elgin after

that the better half of the crowd W it Y

each meeting. Unless the management brings 2 cogpla pt. +0d zie’
welre still wondering how Bromson socidentally (¢) didn t,pay bis
check a couple of months ago.". (Thereupon Bronson promised Eo pay
the management "their nickel the VeIy next time I'm in ‘town. ) STRE
New Elgin Cafe disappeared years 280, but 1t probably occupled the
same space occupled today by the Cafe DiNapoli, across the street from
the State Theatre at 816 Hennepln Avenue.

A group photograph was taken of those present at the third meet-
ing, 10 January 1941, and published on the front cover of the February
1941 issue of The Fantasite. In the picture are Arden Benson (holding
Squanchfoot, STmak's Scottie, adopted as the club mascot), Charles
Albertson, Oliver Saari, Ken Peterson, Sam Russell, John Chapman,
Glifford Simak, Carl Jacobi, Cyril Eggum, Douglas Blakely, and Phil
Bronson. Not present, and mot in the plcture, Were Fred Wagner,
Sherman Schultz, and Bill Campbell.

Cyril Eggum went south with the National Guard soon afterward and
was stationed at Camp Clalborune, Louisiana. : To my knowledge, he played
no further part in fan affailrs. Bi1ll Campbell, one-time Astounding
letterhack mentioned in a previous chapter, soon dropped out of the
MPS, but all the others continued to play active roles in the club for
years to come. Carl Tacobi was the well-known fantasy and weird tales
writer who had also been present at the 1937 SFL meeting reported in
the last chapter. One of the few Minneapolis-born members of ‘the MFS,
Jacobi had been a successful author of weird, fantasy, adventure and
detective fiction since-his student days at the University of Minne-
sota, where he had known Don Wandrei, another well known fantasy writ-
er. One of Jacobi's earliest stories was "Mive,"™ written for a con-
test but eventually printed in Weird Tales. He later became ‘a WI
regular, contributing such storics ag "The Phantom Pistol,” "The
Satanic Piano," and "Revelations in Black," 'the latter being the title
story of his Arkham House collectlon. Besides freelance writing,
Jacobi edited various publications, fncluding Midwest Medla, a local
trade journal. He still lives i1n Minneapolis.

On 23 May 1941 an MFS meeting was held at Carl Jacobi's cabin on
Red Cedar Point, Lake Minnetonka, which he had buillt as "a place to
work in gquiet and solitary retreat, a place where great masterpleces
would be Written.“ (He admitted that, though he went there to write,
he preferred to fish or putter around, and "not one yarn has come from
the cabin on Red Cedar Point.") A photo of the attendees at that meet-
ing was taken by Morris Dollemns by the.light of kerosene lamps. In
the photo are Simak, Russell, Dale Rostomily, Dollens himself, Jacobi,
Albertson, Saari, Chapman, and Peterson.- : .

Though one of the earliest MFS. members and one who remalned a
member for many years, Dale Rostomily is one of those fans whose fame
is severely local. He wrote little or nothing for any of the club
publications, and his reputation as a AT s oS Lt iy’ 1311 ted’ b0
those who met him face to face. Morris Dollens had reappeared in

at the historic first meeting

Bronson was probably present,
to have inaugurated, with

attendees
put Phil
or he is sald
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pdom at one of the early meetin
S tked, he seemed to have spent the ggurtheems' s IO i 20
soience Fictlon Collector .over %o Johu ¥ years since turning the
Ssrough study of cinema arts, photo arts Baltadonis in making "a
worked 1n 2 St. Paul photo studio, was azseiguliust plain art." He
dnematographer, and an acconplished recordine o s Frppin e S
gs well. g engineer and sound man
Dollens showed up at MFS m
shotographic ‘and isonad equipmeni?tiggafggfﬁgi 2 up R
#ound themselves scripting and acting in briefe ?PS members soon
o recording science fiction plays. While sclence fictlon movies
jocumen tary material concerning MFS activitizgni hundreds of feet of
inree years, few of the more ambitious film pro Gri shot over the next
seem to have gotten under way. Oue of these al;gvg that were planned
in the Life of an SF Fan," snagged on the difficﬁlto PR N g
ing O1lie Saarl to'play the lead. Some of the record { e g
ghellac by Dollens’ disc recorder, were more aucoeszfug adePUt i
ggt?iigtpiiizmgiretsent out around fandom during the 164?“192?“2?31
e at recording a play took place at th 14- 1
meeting at which a short script by Sam Russell T - i o
recorded, the principal roles being played b Ru PU8 PRt encTe. T
Doug Blakely. Later sesslons roduceda¥ ¥ "ssell g TR
play by John Chapman (printed zs a storysfgotgé Sgiggégnggciiczigga
ggﬂ%, Summer 1942) and "The After-Life," a fantasy by Oliver & ?
aari. Numerous impromptu ad 1lib recordings, "too numerous and un-
ﬂﬁségiggrtg mention," were cut as well, though Dollens' disc record-
B year:ﬂiagzgful for this purpose than the tape recorder, de~
Not all recordings were dramatic or casual in natu ) -
cordings were made of MFS actlvitles, including a spg;cﬁeéivgﬁnitrihu
o1 September 1941 meeting by Donald Wandrel. The author of numerous
fantaﬁy and sclence fiction tales such as "oolossue," "Blinding Sha-
dows," and "The Red Brain," and co-founder, with August Derleth, of
Arkham House, Wandrel had been a member of the Lovecraft clrecle, and
nis talk was a.fascinating account of various fantasy notables he had
met. These included HPL himself, Clark Ashton Smith, Farnsworth
Wright, Harry Bates, August Derleth, and many others. One of the
nighlights of this speech was Wandrei's description of "an lco cream

:Egy" indulged in by HPL and Wandrel at a Rhode Island establishment
at stocked 28 flavors of lce cream. Lovecraft insisted on panpling
hers relating

all o8 varieties before he quit., (Thls incident and ot
to HPL are told in Wandrei's "The Dweller in Darkness: Loveeraft,

1927" in Marginalia, Arkham House, 1944) .

Another recording, made almost {mpromptu at the 3 July 1941
:eeting, on the eve of the Denvention, conaisted of greetings from
he MPS to the fans gathered at Demver. The 1dea was brought forth,

probably by Director Simak, halfway through the meeting, and the re=
gent alrmall, arriving

cgrd was promptly cut, hurriedly wrapped aund
at the con hotel about 16 hours after the 1dea was concelved.

Shortly after 1ts founding, the MFS began to meet biweekly
stom continued with only a few inter-

rather than monthly, and this cu

ruptions for as long as the "o1d" MPFS survived. Meetings continued
to be well-attended through the summer of 1941 despite the absence of
some members on vacation. .Phil Bronson spent the summer on the wes&
§°39t- and attended the Denvention over the Independence Day weekend,
ecoming—so far as your hlstorian knows—the first Minnesota fan to
ittend a sclence fictlon convention. Bronson stayed at the home of
ew Martin in Denver, and later gpent a week {n Oakland as the guest

——



During this excursion

Wright.
A co the MFS and his fan-

tacts that helped bring
ational prominence.

of the well known Bay Are
Bronson made many fan con

zine, The Fantasite, to n :
Bronson had arrived in fandom late in 1939, apgearing as % T;tzll
terhack with letters in the January and February 1940 1ssuei ob Vr -
ine Wonder Stories. (The latter letter show?d his addre%s 0 ne New
York City, but this was presumably a printer s error. ) rggiohiwas an
artist of cousiderable talent, and his first attempt at pu s dn% a
fanzine was Scienti-Comics, an imitation comic-book first 1s?ue n
May 1940. This fanzine Folded after two lssues, and Bron:gntstﬁec§§g
attempt, The Fantasite, was launched about the same time a e :
with Bronson as a charter member, was organized. Bronson never wrote
fiction for the prozines, but in later years.he became a newgﬁapgrman,
partly as a result of his experience in writing and editing The Fanta-
site.
Bronson lived in Hastings, Minnesota, during this early period,
commuiting to meetings and between-meetings events. He was largely
instrumental in introducing several new members from Hastings, most
notably Rod Allen, who planned a fanzine to be called Fanotes which
seems never to have appeared, and Frances Blomstrand, a 17 year old
girl who became associate editor of The Fantasite for geveral lssues
and, incidentally, one of the few female members 1n the entire history

of the MFS.

Your historian attended his first MFS meeting sometime in the late
summer or early autumn of 1941, and while memories have grown vague
after 20 years a few facts remain in mind. John Chapman drove me %o
the meeting, which was held in North Minneapolis, probably gt thg home
of either Arden Benson or Sam Russell. I remember confronting Simak,
Bronson Saaril, Russell, Benson, Dollens, Peterson, and probably ot@ers,
at this meeting. Peterson, I remember, was lugging an original palnt-
ing he had just finished, which depicted a scene from "At the Mountains
of Madness"; perhaps he intended to auction 1% off. I cannot recall
the details of the program for that evening, but I do remember listen-
ing to 2 Shanzri-LA Record ("The only fanzine with round edges'"), =a
disc produced by Walter J. Daugherty, Forrest J Ackerman, and the
LASFS. I also heard some of the recent MFS recordings, including
Chapman's "Stroke." Thls play contained the famous Dbit of dialog that
fascinated MFSers for months and years to come: "What 1s that?" "It's
a machine.,"

After the meeting many of the members descended on the New Elgin
Cafe where a bull sesslon continued for an hour or two, and later, as
an impromptu pilece of skylarking, we organized a touch-football game
which was carried on with great zest and hilarity in the wan moon-
light on the athletic field of some public park. This game and fur-
ther highjinks continued far into the small hours of the morning.

Great Days of the MFS

Although Cyril Eggum of the National Guard was lost to the MFS
early in 1941 and Bob Madsen had become a midshipman at Annapolils
shortly before, the only leading MFS member who was drafted into ser-
vice before Pearl Harbor was Doug Blakely, who became Private Blakely
of Camp Callan, California, in September or October 1941. (Later he
was stationed at Fort Baker, California, and visited various Bay Area
fans while on pass.) Before leaving for California Blakely was treat-
ed to a final night on the town by Saarl and Beuson and was poured
aboard a Fort Snelling streetcar after the last bar closed up. His
departure from the Fort was delayed and he turned up at Saari's next
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day firmly insisting that he had wakened 1n a taxicab the previous
night, with the driver loudly demanding his fare. The mystery of how
ne had ended up in a cab after being hoisted aboard a trolley was

pever cleared up. : .

Blakely wsas widely regarded as the sparkplug of the MFS; never-
theless, his departure did not noticeably reduce the rampant enthusi-
asm exhibited by the club as 1t passed its first anniversary. Samuel
D. Russell took over as MFS director for 1942, and interest continued
so high that in the intervening week between regular meetings an ih=-" "
formal gatherlng usually took place. The Hastings contingent often
traveled up to North St. Paul on Sunday afternoon to make use of
Dollens' endlessly fasclnatlng cameras and recorder or merely to lis-
ten to his "millions of records and albums." Other weekends Dollens
transported his photographic and sound equipment down to Hastings for
a session at Bronson's. Other groups in the MFS often met informally
as well, but despite such tendencies the club never subdivided into
warring cliques as SO often happens with such organizations.

Sam Russell, the new director, was known as the scholar of the
MPFS and became famous among members as an suthor, playwright, eritic,
and actor. He had graduated from the University of Minnesota in 1940,
and afterward attended business school, meantime working also as a
script writer for the University radio station WLB (now KUOM). He had
begun to read sclence fiction in 1934 and since then had amassed an
impressive, almost encyclopedic knowledge of the literature by reading
every book and magazine he could buy or borrow. It was proverbial
among MFS members that the bookcard for every fantasy book at the U or
the clty library was inscribed with 3am's name. "He's our briefcase
boy," reported "gquanchfoot" in a profile of SIR, "always ready with
the facts or perhaps a brief history of fantasy or an anthology of
H.G. Wells or a new recording script or almost anything of unusual
interest....And his vocabulary is as inexhaustible as his dignity, the
latter being one of the better contributicns to the gociety." One
time he wrote a letter of comment on The Fantasite which in the maga-
zine ran two full singlespaced ellite-type pages on a single postal
card, writing in a "microscopic hand™ that could not be read without
the use of a powerful magnifying glass. Russell, sometimes known %o
MPSers as E. Throttletwitch Gankbottom, became famous to fandom at
large as a llterary critic, partly because of his painstaking book re-
views in The Fantasite and partly from his contributions a few years
later to Laney's The Acolyte, which he served as assoclate editor
during most of 1ts California period. His long and penetrating article
on M.R. James in The Acolyte was particularly important. s

John Chapman gave posterity an excellent pilcture of the "old" MPS
at 1ts zenith in the installment of "MFS Notes" he wrote for the Fan-
tasite annish. At the meeting he reported, that of 23 January 1942,
no Tower than 19 fans showed up at Sam Russell's house, arriving from
St. Paul, North St. Paul, and Hastings, as well as Minneapolis.
Members began to arrlve about 7 p.m., and lounged around, watching
Dollens assemble his "maze" of recording equipment, or inspected
Russell's fantasy collection (adjudged second only %o Sgari's in: the
Minneapolls area; Russell's was superior on Weird Tales, which Saari
disdained), or discussed the latest Astounding. Director Russell
called the meeting to order about 8:45 p.m. There followed a discus-
sion on the guestion of whether the 1942 Pacificon should be held, and
the club put itself on record as favoring the cancellation of all
"world" cons for the duration of the war. :

Uncertainty about the future, due to America's recént involvement




in World War II, was perhaps the keynote of the meeting. Bronson was
struck by a brainstorm, suggesting that everybody present record a
message to the next MPS—"the organization that exists after the du-
ration." This was done, although it is unlikely that this disc has
survived or at least was ever played for the benefit of the postwar
MPS. A science fiction quiz followed, and Donald Wandrel, who was
present, was stumped frequently on questions that concerned hls own
stories. "Did I write that?" he asked more than omnce, Bronson
proved to be the quiz kid of the groubp.

The meeting broke up about 12:30, and everybody who could cram
into Saari's '35 Nash headed downtown for the New Elgin Cafe. Some
time afterward, concludes Chapman, "we managed to thwart Rostomily's
urge to lead us 1nto a shooting gallery, boarded the Saarl auto once
more, and limped home."

During the meeting, four new members h
ciety, although for some of them it was thelr first meeting and the
MFS constitution decreed that a new fan had to attend two consecutive
mee tings before becoming eligible for membership. This difficulty was
removed when Director Russell adjourned the meeting and immediately
called another meeting to order. The four new members were Don
Wandrei, Paul Koppes, Manson Brackney, and Gordon Dickson. Wandrel
was drafted into the service shortly afterward, and Koppes, & Hastings
friend of Bronson's, soon disappeared from the fan scene, but Brackney
and Dickson became important MFS members. Both were University stu-
dents whom Saari had recrulted on campus.

Manson Brackney is another MFS member whose local fame oversha-
dowed that of several other members better known to fandom at large.
Although he wrote for MFS publications, was on the gstaff of The Fan-
tasite, and even published two issues of his own fanzine, B-r-r-r-acks,
Mianse" or "Brack" as he was called was even more fabulous in person.
H3quanchfoot" characterized nim as "a friendly chap, with an overabun-
dance of energy" and was of the opinion that he would make a good tra-
veling salesman, mentioning his "unequalled fondness for blondes, bru-
nettes, redheads, blondes, redheads, brunettes, and women." One of
his main interests in life was "Toorn' of any size, shape, color, or
variety," particularly honky-tonk piano. Sometimes forgotten in
later years, when his interest had declined, is the fact that Brackney
began reading the prozines as early as 1935 and had a wide knowledge
of early science fictlon. Incidentally, he had intended to reply to
the old Minneapolis SFL announcement in the June 1937 Thrilling Wonder
Stories, but neglected ever to mail the letter he wrote.

Ome of the old MFS members who made good in later years as a
professional writer, Gordon Rupert Dickson was & friendly, cheerful
eighteen-year-old in 1942. He had begun to read science fiction 1n
1938, and the first fan he ever met was Manson Brackney, a fellow stu-
dent at the U. During those years 1t was sald that the easiest way to
contact him, or Brackney, was to go up the balcony of the Unlon, where
he spent most of his time. Dickson soon became a prolific contributor
to The Pantasite and other MFS publications, his "Pan Scratchings"
column becoming particularly popular. His first appearance in fan-
zines outside those published locally was in the September 1942
Spaceways, which ran the MFS chapter of the round-robin serial, PIL-I
Werewolf," largely the product of Gordy's pen. Dickson contributed
one of the most famous of Famous Sayings by Club Members on Halloween
night 1942 when the MFS threw a combination meeting and surprise party
jn honor of his birthday. Everybody presented him with a pack of his
favorite cigarettes, Philip Morris—except one person Wwho somehow

ad been voted into the So-
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brought an alien brand. Ignoring the_imposing'heap of Philip Morris
packs, Gordy's first comment was, ' WhoO brought the 01d Golds?"

The meeting of 8 February 1942, at John Gergen's, saw a less as-
tonishing turnout than the one for 23 January, and the program was far
more informal. The only 1ten of importance was the beginning of 2
comprehensive review of Welnbaum's sclence fiction given by Sam Russ-
ell—although possibly this talk was not begun till the meeting of 22
February. The records in this case are ambiguous. At any rate,
Russell's "Weinbaum talk" became part of the
for its excellence and general jnterest but largely for the reason
that Russell so frequently managed to postpone continuing it at later
meetings. After some SuCCESS, Juck ran against him at the 17 April
meeting and he was, he reported later, neorced to discourse intermina-
bly on SGW's hackier work, while members wandered 1Jly in and out of
the room." This still did not complete the talk, and on 19 July he
managed to evade the necessity of continuing it only by delivering
another talk he had prepared, this one on the science fiction of
Frank K. Kelly. He finally concluded the Welnbaum talk at the meet-
ing of 13 November 1942—nlne months after beginning 1%.

One of the main events in the history of sclence fiction during

this era—at least for MFS members—was the publication of the short
short story "fhe Door" in the November 1941 Astounding. John Chapman
admitted, 'Phere's nothling unusual about 1t—1t'8 Just like any other
Short short Btbey you'll oome soross,  Iou D&y not like it at all.”
But the story had an unusual history: it was, essentially, an MFS
silly story, and it had been born in the feverish minds of two Min-
neapolis fans in the winter of 1938. Other fans were introduced to
the joke, or the story, and the yarn was gradually developed by being
tossed around at every fan gathering for the next two years, till
nearly every fan in the area had a2 hand in 1t. The Vvery first meet-
ing of the Minneapolis Pantasy Society in November 1940 saw the dis-
cussion revived yet again after having been dropped for a time. At
the second meeting Oliver Saari decided 1in desperation to write the
story and thus dispose of it once and for all. He not only wrote 1t,
but submitted it to Campbell. He nearly keeled over when a check ar-
rived by return mail. "The Door" was published under Saari's byline,
but since the MFS as a whole had helped write 1%, gaari turned part
of the check over to the MFS treasury.

By the autumn of 1942 the great days of the "old" MFS were draw-
ing to a close. Now that America had entered the war, members were
being drafted at an sccelerating pace, and other MRSers were talking
about migrating to the west coast. There was time, however, for one
more happy event, this being the trek of a quartet of MFS members to
the Michiconference, held at the Otsego Hotel of Jackson, Michigan, on
o6 September 1942. Phil Bronson, Sam Russell, Manson Brackney, and
0llie Saari drove down 1in Saari's '35 Nash that had once belonged to
Doug Blakely, stopping en route on both the outward and the return
trip to visit Illinols fans (Walt Liebscher, Frank Robinson, Niel
DeJack, Bob Tucker, and others).

This epic journey, described at length by Bracknay in MFS
Bulletin Vol. I, No. 6, and at even greater length by Bronson in an
sriticle titled "Via Stfnash" in The Fantasite #10, took four days and
was, according to Brouson, even more enjoyable than the Denvention.
During the trip Bronson woun the nickname of "The Shamrock Kid" due to
his sudden predilection for a green beverage of that name. Possibly
under the pleasant influence of this concoction the Shamrock Kid al-
most hurtled to his doom at the Otsego Hotel by dashing blindly
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through a door that turned out to. lead. to the fire escape. When the
MFS cavalcade passed through Jackson en route to the Torcon in 1948,
Brackney pointed out to your historian where the X marking the grease
spot would have been drawn had not Brackney grabbed Brouson Jjust in
time to prevent him from soaring off into space. -- Redd Boggs.
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Next issue will bring you the final installment of the existing Boggs
article. It will also bring to you the last Young-edited issue for quite

some time.

ART CREDITS: Page one and three by Young, page two by Jack Gaughan,
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