Third and final

| progress report

ER _INSPIRING

1] ".: ‘EE:;;:;;‘\“? .E,A.nll
i HENNEPIN

BANQUET? I
LEF ,'

— - - . i
P - :-':':.:-l-*:' -
z fumEAE o .
“Sii o Y,
| ety : ‘
atw ] | - b 1%/
Pl .lr_1 E j
J'r_. ; .. . .
3 [ IR |
O s ¥ ”
I o, I




SPREAD THE GObD \WORD.-

OU...NoU MEAN,
‘minyearoLIS” P

The second annual Minnesota Sclesnce Fletion Convention,
Minleon Two, third and final Progreas Report 1a published
by Minn-3tf, the Minnesota Sclence Fiction Socoiety. Coples
of this report are available free from the chairman (as
long a8 the supply remains). Write to: Jim Young, 1948 Ulyases
St, N.E., Minneapolis, Minn,, 55418, Minneapolis in '73!
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Minicon 2

Aprdl -6, 1965:: Indrews Hotel :: Mimmeapolis, Mimnesota

CHAFLES V. DE VET :: GORDOH . DICESCN :: CARL JACCRI :: CLIFFORD D. BIMAK
Cuests of Homor

Jim Young, Chairmap :: Marge Lessinger, Treasurer :: Ken Fletcher, Advertialng
Earen Jolmson, Reglstration :: Frank Stodolka, Art—show and Boock Room

Al Bencker :: Lorle Berndt :: Nate Bucklin:: Loule Fallert :: Fred Has-

kell :: Rein Komem :: Joel Lessinger :: Dan Musick :: Carol Stodolka ::
Members of the Committes

— And supported by Mimn-5tf, the Minnesota Science Fiction Society —
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The Minicolumn

The second Minicon vms held in Minnespolis April 4,5, and 6, 1969 at the An-
rews Hotel. About 115 pecple registered, with a total attendance — including
those who didn't reglster — of about 150, And beyond these facts it wama, in
Corjy Dickson's words: "The best con I've been to — bar nomel"

What mede Minicom so special? For one thing, it was the first true comvention
ever tc be held in Minnsspolis. Minneapolis fandom has ona of the most important
traditions for farmish goinge-on in the Midwest, yet a regional wvas never consi-
ared by the members of the Mimmeapolis Fantasy Socliety or local fans during the
times neither the MFE nor the Mimn-5tf existed. You'd think that such a convention
would be so severely troubled that it wouldn't be the great comvention it turned
out to be. What made it so succesaful? The answer is simply, the people; the
people who attended, the people who worked for the committes, and my fellow mem-
bers of the con-committes made the con. To paraphrase Dickson once more, things in
this area seem to have a certain fannish quality to them that's to be found novhere
elas in the world. Minicon vas a wonderful, fun and fammiah convention that cer-
tainly 1lived up to the traditions of the MFS and the Mimn-Stf.

As chairmen, I suppose I'm expected to report all the details of working for
months in advance of the convention, all the troubles we had, and the time spent
after the convention analyzing and declding what should be deme next time. A11 this
is sort of an integral part of this report; what I'd actually like to do with my
section of this fanzine is to give you a little of the pure joy of bedng at the
eofi...to try to bring you the flavor of attending Minicon Twe.

S0, without further ade, we present a Jim-Young's-eye-view of the Minieen:

Things began rolling Friday (April 4) in the late afternoem. About four o'
clock, the registration desk and the various meeting rooms were all open. Fans be—
gan to roll in. (By tem o'clock that evening, when the desk closed down, we had
eighty people registered.) I was happy to find people attending from all parts of
tha ecoumtry; members of St. Louls fandom, Boston fandom, fans frem Madison, Wis.,
and Peorla and Chicage, I1l. showed up. Members of the MFS appeared., The attendess
of the Minicon all seemed to be overjoyed about the msort of things that heppensd
and were happening at the comverntion; the movies, the panels, the art-display...
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all of them seemed te tum out just right.

Pmm:tthmmﬂlmth&nlﬂd,mm.lﬂdﬂ'ﬂ |
showed the Fritz Lang silent film, "™Metropelis” (o movie that I acecompanied im
all its silence on the piano...for near three hours), and afterwvards adjourned to
the eonvention's pent-house suite for a good party. Saturday, of course, was the '
most active day en the program, and it included a comment-provoking and very in- |
teresting discussion with Charles De Vet, Gordon Dickson, and Cliff Simak, The
teplc wvas “How I MMscovered Sclence Fiction", a tople that eventually wandered off |
into a discussion en the development of SF, what the Cuests of Honor foresaw for |
sciemce fiction, and = at the adjourrmemt of the panel — a consregation of fans
coming up to the stage end asking the speskers for mitegraphs and generalized
chatting. After this, there was a dimmer break. After the break, a local fan-artist |
Dick Tatge hosted a slide-show...semething of a light-show, replete with a discuse
slon of how to nchleve the various lighting effects with slides Dick had demon-
strated. Also after the break (and comtiguous with the slide-show) the con party
began. Temy and Sus Lewls of Boston alded the party by contributing to the supply
ol beverngea and gomerslly adding to the zest of the oocasion, This particular
party lasted nll through the night, end wes judges by manmy people to be betier
thoy purties they'd attended at many worldcons. The party featured Cordie Dicksom, |
and Ffred Haskell playing guitar and singing filk-songs, Manse Erackney and Ken Gray ;
and family...active members of the MFS, Cliff Simak telling folks that he had writ-
ten sbout Mimmeapolis (the city in They Malked Like Men being the City of Lakes),
and at least L0 people still standing (or in various states of conscicusness) at
sun-rise. (It so happened that I alse bought & copy of the first issue of Amazing

Stories Suarterly for $3.50 at the party.)

Sunday seemed quiet In comparison to the wonder of the comvention on ths two
previous days. Still, that quiet Sunday vas tremendously enjoyable. It featured a
"Star Trek" slide-show par excellence , hosted by Puth Berman. (Ruth had worked for
the show too, to add to her interest and background in the program.) Jim Odbert ;
was awarded the ten dollar prize in the art-show popular avard for his drawing,
"Falling Flower.® The suction, which hauled in over 100, was one of the most fan-
nish ovents I've attended. Joel Lesainger, husband of our convention's tressurer
Marge, is ome of the best mictioncers in fandem. He happened to find three cans of
Hamms beer left (somehow) from the party, end suctiomed them of f for a Chilean 50
Peso note (worth about 18 cents.) He them turned around and avctiomed off the Chdl-
ean Qinerg for 75 centa!l

Mong with these events, we had the art-show, some huckstering, a welcome rearm
occasionally inhabited by droves of chess—players, and a wonderful hotel. The pre-
vious items seem typical for a comvention; unfortunately for most cons, the latter
aspcct of the Minicon is atypieal. The Andrew Hotel has to be ons of the frisndli-
est hotels ever used for any SF convention (and it ssems that all the Mimmeapolis
hetels are as friendly ae the Andrews!) As Ray Fisher commented, "This is ths first
hotel I've ever been in where the elevator operators mmilel And at three o'clock in |
the momming, teol” Aleng with this, we had convention rates that brought a single |
vith bath dewn to five dcllars per night. It was a wonderful, inewpensive hotel, end |
;-‘n flad to report that we'll be in the Andrews again next year with the third ‘

19 oom.
|

Of course, the eonventionm had been planned as well as it could have been; I ex- |
extond my congratulations and thanks to svery member of the committes and every
Mimn-stffer who helped cut. There were some problems, though, with the com: yet,
due to the people invalved in the comvention, all the problems wers minor...and the
problems were eliminated so soon no eme noticed them (save members of the committes) |
After the convention came the insvitable parties contering around what would be done
to top the second Minicon; partlies that succeeded in achisving their goal of plan-
ing ths third Minicon,
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All in ell, we put om a wonderful conventiom; to top this, we mesbers of the
committee had a wonderful time doing it, too! We've learmed a lot, ond we'll
learn more...so that we can put on the best possible conventions, and have the
axperience to handle the 3lst World Sclence Fiction Convention should we raceive
the support of fandom to hold the 1973 worldeon in Minneapolis.

And now let me remind you to come to Minmeapolis in 1970 fer the third Mini-
con, and to vole Mimmeapolis in '73 when the tige comas, Thanks, and I hope you
enjoy tids thing....

- Jim Young, convention chairman

"Tmxkive e W NMaGINABLE

-— The Aftermath of Minicon Two —
by Frank Stodolka, President of the Minn-Stf

Well, Minicon IT has blazed its way into the ammals of fannish M story. And
fandom will never bLe the same. The more erudite famnish historians (Kaymar Carlson
take note) will have to notice that, after this most Elorious eruption of pure fan-
ac in the Midwest, even the fabric of time and space rosounds with ever-expanding
shock waves emanating from the Andrews Hotel.

Of course, it is only natural that such a phenomenal reloase of energy should
have its side effects -- some of which are quite dangerous. For instance, it is
only at great risk that one aven whispers the name "™Minicon" at a Minn-Stf meeting.
For, in the space of a few milliscconds, every fannish aye asmumes a glazed ax-
pression as visions of "Metropolis" and Dick Tatge's mind-boggling light-show pasa
before them. In a second adrenalin is pumping full speed through thelr tulping
veins and the room temperaturs rises a few hundred degrees as vigorous famnish de-
hetes about whether the party in room 809 or that in 211 was the greatest blast.

(Perscnally, I tend to liken it to two pleces of fissionable material axceeding
eritical mass on contact,)

Cf course the Andrews will never be the seme. Every so often as I pass
ground gzero, I pause and think, "God! How open minded fens must bc to have created
that awescme crater of emptiness!™ And Minicon IT was Just a test! What if Mimm-
Stf brought ALL its rescurces to bear and really produced a convention? The vast—
ness of it is inconceivable. The mere concept of unleashing such a force upon fan-
dom 13 unthinkablol I mean, thia nation has already in its short history fought

two of them. Em*alymrmin}d.uﬂmdndmﬂdﬂqummh!ﬂnimm—
would he? : .
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Being something of
ses a news item messed-up by a reporter, or -- horror of
the nrintsr, And with this in mind, I read the following
Minneanolis Tribune early in the
yvou know you're a science fiction

morning of Monday, April 7,
fandom? Well, if you didn't,

a journalist m'self, I've never been surprised to

horrors =- by
elipping in the
1969, Did
juat read

the following piece, laugh a bit, and pity the poor renorter called in

to interview us. Ah, poor fellow!

THEY FANCY FANZINES

Science Fiction Fandoms Convene

who need science fiction for |

By GERALD VIZENOR
Minnespells Tribune Stall Weiter

Anthosy Tollin, a 17-year- --I'
ald fringe fandom attending
the secomd anmual COMVERN=
tion of the Minnesota Scl-
ence Fiction Society unload-
ed dozens of science fiction
comic books onto a table in
the basement of the An-
drews Hotel.

As he did, hall a dozen
other fringe fandoms began
gorting through the colleciinn
with the intensity of rare- .
hook collectiors. i

Fanmdoms, according RO
fandoms, are people who like
reading fantasies about uni-
¢oOrns, Assassin demons Zape
ping with zorch guns, and
ihe more serlous futuristic
fictions of science.

One hundred fandoms {rom
zeven  states  attended the
weekend convention to share
a common interest, swap
fanzines (amateur scicnce
fictlon magazines) and hear
three sclence Tictlon writers
talk about their craft,

Fred Haskell, 1%, a fan-
zine fandom and journalism
major at the Univeristy af
Minnesota, explained that
fandoms like to get together
to meet each other and have
fun. |

“Most of us are introverts|
and have been defensive
about our peculiar Interest
in science fiction,” Haskell
said, ""We are mone Open
when we get together.,

Jim Young Fred Haskell

Karen Johnson
vl"um-rnﬁnr_lrrm seek Hq-nfn_m of 5i. Fanlanyg

I
“We have fun and even|fandoms are the fringe."
seek the blessings of St Fan-| prem his collection of
tony, the patron saint of fan-\gpo0e 3000 comics, Tollin
dom. (brought only the duplicate
Haskell has the convention- |jssues to sell at the conmven-
al title :t *H M;e?cy mrﬁdl; Liom,
wood,” he said, *becass Membership in science fic-
sort of a nonfunction.” Helon fandom -E.‘]uhs has grown
Euhhr.!u:; i Eﬁnzi‘n-& calbed | ke past few years, ac-
Cheap Thrills,” named after| . 4ine to the chairman of
what pulp magazines of 30| pe convention.
;f:;s,..ﬁﬁﬂ were. gupposed o Jim Young, 18 a Marshall-
LT University High 5School stu-

_ Fandoms have a name {07} gent, explained that there is
just about everything. mare interest in sclence fic-

“The most active fandoms. | oy now because so many
the hybrids, find fandom & pings that were considered
way of life, a whole world| fieiian have become fact.
kind of thing, Haskell sad.| He mentioned the atomi
looking over at Tollin, whol, o0 T ino R ang
E:gkyﬂ sold several cumlclsmw exploration.

“Tollin's a fringe fandom| When asked about
. . . hung up on comics." terest

Tollin, a Robbinadale Highl
Sehool student who wears a L
cold question mark in his|cer freaks right now . . . but
lapel, replied, “To comie fans, | Who knows?
the straight science fiction| "We don't need

the in-

Young said, “We'ne not ass0-
cigted with those flying sau-

a religion,” he added, but
anybody who likes to read
fantasies and science fiction
is welcome,™

Karen Johnson, 17, a Mar-
shall-University High Schoal
giudent who attended her

first convention last week-
end, was “discoversed” by a
fandom, she said, while she/
was reading a fantasy about|
a lost unicorn,

Mizs Johnson was dressed

__in a white robe and had bare

| feet, Her name
“LInicorns Tamed."™

Fandoms are open-minded
about witcheraft and magicy
Miss Johnson said, and and
bathered most by those whi
think of science fiction if
terms of bug-eyed monsien
of fantasy and films.

Three published science fid
tion writers — Charles V. [x
Vvet, Gordon B, Dickson ani
Clifford D, Simak — told th
convention how they dig
covered science fiction. The
answered questions abou
the techniques of writing s¢
ence fiction.
| The convention wi
|adjourned yesterday w it
{plans for those present f
meet again Labor Day weel
end at the 2Tth World 52

fag readi

gaucers, |ence Fiction Convention i

St. Louis, Mo,

Mearwhile, local fandos
will be trying to attract th
{1973 world convention |

prﬂplel Minneapalis.

Gopyright 1969 by the Minneapolis Star and Tribune Co.
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Minicon shots

Photos by Chuck Holst

Charles V. De Vat

1]

"Up to Uranus in mud....

Joyce Fisher:
"4 deuble parry, o lunge...
and touche!"

The Gueésts of Honor

Cliff Simak and Gordy Dickson
during the panel

The registration desk;
Marge Lessinger and Karen
Johnson in command

L e

S .

The Art Show room




During the party, & bevey of
femmefans surrounds CLiff Simak

"That's all folks!w

Gordon R. Dickson
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MEMBERSHIF OF MINIOON TWO

01 Jim Young, Minneapolis

02 Marge Lessinger, Mimnsapolis
03 Ken Fletcher, St. Panl

0/ Koren Jolmson, Mimnsapolis
05 Frank Stodolka, Minneapolis
06 Carol Stodolka, Mimmeapolis

001 Charles V. D Vet, St. Paul
002 Gordon R. Ddckson, Mimmeapolis
003 Barry Dickson, Minnsapolls
004 Dermis Dickmon, Mimmeapolia
005 Carl Jacobli, Minneapolis

006 Clifferd D. Simak, Minnetonka
007 HMaude Dickson, Minneapolis

Joim Kuaslke, Okinawa

Joamne Swenskl, Iron River, Mich.
Pauline F. Jadick, Cmaha, Neb.
Leurie Berndt, Casseo

Rein Kenen, Minnoapolis

Dan Kennisten, Broocklyn Center
Doug Kirks, Breoldyn Centor

Al Panckar, Oaseo 2 5.
Loif Andersscn, Bloemington, Ind.
10 K. Martin Carlson, Moorhsad

11 Louils Fallert, St. Paul

12 Tred Haskell, Edina

13 Glenn T. McDavid, Northfield
14 Jon Dummermuth, YWest Unlon, Iowa
15 Valt Selmrmarts, Himneapolis

15 Don Nelsom, Minneapolis

17 Doug Kellogp, Hirmaapolis

12 Chclk Iiblst, Minneapolia

19 Diek Tetge, Minneapolis

20 Antlony Tollin, Minneapolis

21 Don Roberts, Farmington

22 Jim Stokes, Minneapolisa

23 Carelton Carrell, Madison, 'iis.
2/ Paulette Carroll, Madisomn, Vis.
25 ¥William F. Orr, Madinen, Wis.
26 Jim Plasman, Northfield

27 Richard Vest, Madison, Yis.

28 Jolm Bulliss, Madison, Wia.

29 Anthony Lewls, Delmont, Masa.
30 Jerry Misner, Minneapolis

31 Mentor C. Addicks, St. Paml

32 Bev Addicks, St. Paul

53 Steve Pepper, St. Louls Park
34 Al Kuhfeld, Minneapolis

35 Ivor A, Rogers, Green Bay, Wis.
36 Ken Gray, Savage

37 Steve Cray, Savege

3% Susan Erickson, Mimmeepolis

39 Folly Malm, Mimnmsapolis

A0 Anna Donn, Minneapolis

41 Duan'l Musick, St. Paul

42 Joel Lessinger, Mimmeapolis

L3 Art Doberts, Mimmeapolis

44 Ppmela Jemisch, 5t. Lovds, Ms.
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51
52
%3
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
T4
75
76
77
78
79
80
g1
az
B3
7
85
B&
B87
28
g9
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99

Ray Fisher, St. Louis, Mo,
Joyee Figher, St. Louls, Mo.

R. Schoemfeld, St. Louls, Mc.
Ron Whittington, 5t. Louls, Mo.
v. L. Jchnaoen, Mimnmeapolls

Dana Anderson, Mimmeapolis
Ronald Manguson, Mimmeapolis
Janes Harkin, Mimneepolis
Robert Halfhill, Minneapclis
Chiuck Donalue, Minneepolis
Michael Trangle, Minneapolis
Robert A. Basch, Minneapclis
Clark Cloukey, Mimmeopolis
Warren Moneiro, St. Faul

David E. Miller, San Francisco, Cal.
Tom Vest, Minneapnlis

Richard Klelnen, Roseville
Lesleigh Couch, Arnold, Ho.
Chris Couch, Armold, Mo,

Robert MacLery, Tenufly, M.J.
Dwight R. Decker, Westerville, Chlo
James R. Odbert, Minneapolis
Mark E. Rlley, Mimnneapclina
Brisn Bjorgen, Mimmeapolis

Greg Kishel, Virginia

Dave Ellwood, Minneapolis

David Thornley, Minneapclisa
John Niemeyer, St. Paul

Roger Dall, St. Paul

Virginia Robbina, Circle Pines
Robert C. Robbins, Circle Pinea
Naney Trener, Mimmeapolis

Join Shert, Minneapolis

Jeffrey L. Pussell, Minnaapolis
Janice Broadwmy, South Hollend, I1l.
Derek Treusr, Mimmeapolin

Ted Willoughby, Mimmctonka

Ted Swestser, Edina

James H. Kavaney, Chestrnut Hill, Mass.
Jolm Kavaney, Drake, N.D.

Rolond F. Trenary, Minneapnlis
Susan Lewls, Belmont, Mass.

Don Blyly, Peoria, I11.

Pat Rear, Robbinsdala=

Aobin Reot, Robbinadale

Mark Ter Steeg, Granite Falls
Puth Berman, Mimmeapolis
Patrlck Worthington, Minneapolis
Marvel Schoppert, Mimmeapolia
David Fant, St. Paul

J. Chris Dumphy, Fridley
Denise Howes, Drocklyn Center

100 Steve Shervick, Mimnetonka
101 Tom Harris, Mimmstonka
102 Dr. E. Manson Bra

Registration as of rﬁgﬁr 'af”f%‘”u'



ss.BNd coming up...

Minicon 3

As promised, the third Minicon will be held in Mirmeapolis April 2-4, 1570 at
the Andrews Hotel. H-mﬂuﬂltmutmﬂmmit_:ﬂmﬂﬂnk
of (panels, speeches, banquets, muctloms, mekstearing.. .and of course the partiecs)
with that sdded special touch that makes the Minicoms very special in their ovn
right. At Cliff Simak's suggestiom, one of the major themes of the comvemtiom
will be ons of a homecoming fer members of the Mirmeapolis Fantasy Soclety vin ne
longer live in the area; and the highlight of this theme will come following the

MFS panel with all the MFSers swapping stories about that
wonderful club. The MFS in Harry Warner's words, gave birth to more SF writers
other club in the nation, and we hope to have as many of
ub as possible, And just because we're imviting the
convention doesn't mean that we aren't inviting youl
Come cn in and enjoy meeting your friends, making new friends, and meeting the
Mimmeapolis crowl

E
:
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We have the special use of the Andrews Hotel, and with it comvemtiom ratas
and (due to clese commections with the hotel) a low rate on the banquet. With the
convention rates, a single with a bath begins at six dollars per night, a double
with bath at eight dollars a night, and suites at various renges up to 35 dollars
per night. Rooms with ruming-watoer only are available at a lower rate. The ho-
tel includes a cafe, a nowsstand, a bar, a liguor store, and thanks to conventlom-
use of the hotel lower tipping than normel for the city. To top this off, you'll
be right dowmtown mcroes the street from the Minmeapolis Public Library, Flanet-
ariom snd Science Museum complex, and within walking distance of all sorts of in-
teresting thinze: book steres, movie theaters, fine restaurants and the Nicollet
Mall. Tou'll like your stay at the Andrews, a warmn and friendly hotel already
the hoae of one of the Midwest's largest sclence fiction regionals.

Ye'll ba publishing twe Progress Reports and a Program Book for Minicon Three.
The first Progress Report will be out December 1, 1969; it will give complete de
talls on the convention, including room-prices, a restatement of sdvertising
rates, and a little elaboration on the con itself. The second Progress Report
will be out February 15, 1970 and will include advertising (unlike the previcus
Neport.) The Program Book will be ready at the time of the comvention of course.

Advertieing rates: Full page, $3.00 (all full-page ads will be off-set
printed;) Half-ponge, $5.00; Quarter-page, §3.00. Advertising dimensions: Full-
page, inches; half-page, 431l inches or (for colummar ads) 84x5% inches;
quarter-page, inches.

AMvertising deadlines: Second Progress Report: Jamary 15, 1970. Program
Dock: March 10, 1970. Remember, there is no price distinction between ads for pro-
fessionals and ads for fens — so both fans and pros can take advantage of reach-
ing more Midwestern fans than through any other medium save the 5t. Louiscoml

If you wish to register (and you can pro-register or register at the door)
apolis, Mimm.; 55418. The price for registration at the door and that for pre-regl-
stration 4s the same. Flease make all checks or momey-orders peyuble to the
Treammor, Mrs. Margaret Lessinger. See you at the Minicon — and in Mirneapolis
in "7



